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PKOCEEBINGS 

OF 

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON. 



SESSION 1861-63. 
Fourteenth Meeting, Monday, June 1 6,* 1862. 

SIR RODERICK I. MURCHISON, President, in the Chair. 

Elections. — His Highness Said Pasha, the Vice-Boy of Egypt, as an 
Honorary Member, and Dr. H. Kiepert, Professor of Geography in the 
University of Berlin, as a Corresponding Member ; and Capt. the Hon. 
James R. Drummond, R.N., c.b. ; Lieut. -Col. Elkington ; Vice-Admiral 
Sir Charles Horn Fremantle, k.c.b. ; Capt. Edward Donald Malcolm ; Capt. 
John Puget ; Sir Henry Young, late Governor of Tasmania ; James 
Anderson ; Samuel Bruce ; Eugene Claude ; George Cockle ; Edward 
William Cox ; John Daily Darvall ; William Hardman ; Henry Schuback 
Hood ; Henry Lannoy Hunter ; Frederick Isaac ; Leonard Jaques ; David 
Lyon ; Georgi Mitchell ; William Parry ; Mark Richardson, and William 
Whitmore, Esqrs., were elected Fellows. 

Accessions. — Among the Accessions to the Library and Map- 
rooms since the former Meeting were — St. John's ' Life in the 
Forests of the Far East ;' part 3 of Philip's Imperial Library Atlas ; 
3 sheets of India, showing the districts bordering on the British 
Trans-Indus Frontier, by Major J. T. Walker, f.e.g.s., ; Routes of 
African travellers, by J. L. M'Leod, Esq., f.r.g.s. ; Map of Ador- 
beijan, by N. Khanikof ; L'Herzegovine, by H. Br. de Beaumont; 
Ellipse, donnant les inclinaisons, les declinaisons, et les intensitcs 
magnetiques, &c, by Jules A. Lelaisant, Paris; Republique du 
Paraguay, by M. E. Mouchez, &c, &c. 

Exhibitions. — Charts and illustrations, resulting from Capt. H. 
M. Denham's Voyage in the Western Pacific, as well as weapons 
and instruments used by the Northern Australians and Pacific 



* This Meeting, originally fixed for Monday, the 9th of June, was postponed 
to the 10th of June, in compliance with the request of the National Association 
for the Promotion of Social Science. 
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Islanders; Japanese Sketches, by R. Alcock, Esq., H.M. Minister 
in Japan : a suit of Japanese Armour, by Consul Pemberton Hodg- 
son ; Sketches in the Holy Land, by Dr. Beke ; specimens of wood 
and iron from Lower Assam, by Sir M. Stephenson, f.r.g.s. ; map 
of the Holy Land, by E. Stanford, on 4 sheets, &c, were exhibited 
at the meeting. 

The President, in opening the business of the meeting, expressed his great 
satisfaction that the opinions of Mr. Arrowsmith and himself, and many other 
geographers, respecting the merits of M. Du Chaillu, as an explorer who had 
added materially to our acquaintance with the physical features of the Gaboon 
Region in Western Africa, had been recently confirmed by the well-known and 
clear-sighted German geographer M. Petermann. In a letter to the President, 
M. Petermann referred particularly to a memoir of his own, published in the 
widely-spread and useful work the ' Mittheilungen,' which was accompanied by 
maps, showing by comparison how much more had been really accomplished 
by M. Du Chaillu than by any preceding explorer of Western Africa, of which 
country he might justly be called the geographical pioneer. In lamenting that 
the map of M. Du Chaillu had been so inaccurately drawn, the President stated 
that no one had ever claimed for that explorer any pretensions to scientific 
skill ; the Geographical Society bad recognized in him the character of a zealous 
naturalist, who, in capturing gorillas and in wandering among various native 
tribes, had incidentally been of great service in the cause of Geography. 

The President then read the following letter from His Excellency Sir II. 
Barkly, Governor of Victoria, dated Melbourne, 25th April, 1862 : — 

" In acknowledging your favour of the 25th February, I am glad to bo able 
to send you (per Colonial Office bag) the printed Reports, with maps, &c, 
of the Explorative Expeditions to the Gulf of Carpentaria, as also a Map of 
Howitt's recent explorations near Cooper Creek. 

" Walker's journey overland from the Fitzroy you will find most interesting, 
as, after penetrating the scrubs, which so baffled both Mitchell and Leicbardt, 
he travelled through a fine basaltic country, finding the tracks of the latter 
explorer far beyond the point on the Alice to which they had been traced by 
Gregory. Landsburgh was not so fortunate in the district he had to traverse 
in his attempt to reach Central Mount Stuart ; but still he calls it ' fine sheep 
country,' and he saw it at its worst in the height of a tropical summer. 

" We now await with great interest the news of the return of these two 
leaders and their parties to the South by Burke's route, which they proposed 
to follow down all the way to Cooper Creek ; and, to guard against accidents, 
Howitt has been directed to remain at the Depot (Fort Wills) until they are 
both accounted for. 

" As he has established his communication with the out-stations of South 
Australia at Mount Hopeless, and with those of the New South Wales squat- 
ters beyond Mount Murchison on the other side, and can draw ample supplies 
from either, there is no doubt of his being able to maintain himself here for 
any length of time that may be needed, especially as his relations with the 
Natives are most amicable. He was about, when we last heard from him, to 
start in search of M'Kinlay, who, since the wonderful reports to which you 
allude, has not been heard of. 

" You would, I fancy, conclude, from the evidence of King before the Burke 
and Wills Inquiry Commission, that the story of the discovery of remains, &c, 
made by M'Kinlay, referred to his finding the body of Gray, who died, you 
will remember, four days before the rest of the party got back to the Depot. 
There was a certain amount of exaggeration in the accounts given, but no 
positive untruth. Had not King survived to tell the tale, it would have been 
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supposed that Gray, and probably Burke and the others, were killed by the 
Natives. 

" Thanks for all you did at the Meeting of the Geographical Society, and for 
the trouble you have taken in communicating with Arrowsmith as to calling 
the new country Burke's Land. If, as I presume, the maps now sent find their 
way into the possession of that geographer, perhaps you will let him know that 
by next mail our Surveyor-general, Mr. Ligon, will have carried up his 
General Explorative Map of Australia to date, and that there will be some 
alteration of names, as I find, from there being so many exploring parties, that 
three or four rivers have been christened after myself, and some other people 
also ; and I have told Mr. Ligon that I have selected that named after me by 
Walker— a new stream flowing to the south-west from the dividing water- 
shed of the continent — and that he must find other names for the rest. 

" Mr. Ligon's map will include the details of Mr. F. T. Gregory's recent 
tours on the west coast, which that gentleman, who leaves, I believe, in the 
present mail for England, has put at his disposal. 

" Mr. Gregory's desire is to get the north-west corner of Australia proclaimed 
as a separate colony; and I hope he will succeed, as it would much facilitate its 
occupation for grazing purposes." 

The Papers read were — 

1. — The Surveys of H.M.S. 'Herald' in the Pacific, under the Command 
of Captain H. Mangles Denham, R.N., F.R.G.S., &c, &c. 

[Captain Denham's original communication is printed at length in Addi- 
tional Notices, p. 197.] 

The President called attention to this memoir, which gave a brief outline 
of the very remarkable labours of Captain Denham, r.n., who, in command 
of H.M.S. Herald, had most strikingly enriched maritime Geography in his 
numerous distinct surveys during nearly ten years, and had sent home to the 
Admiralty a multitude of data of the highest value in relation to terrestrial 
magnetism, tides, currents, deep-sea soundings, &c. Captain Denham was the 
first to ascertain the prodigious depth of the ocean (44,000 feet) between South 
America and South Africa, and to show that this depth far exceeded the 
altitude of the highest mountains above the sea. One of the most useful of 
the labours of Captain Denham was the establishment, after long and patient 
surveys, of the existence of a deep-sea passage, from South to North, of great 
width, and of upwards of 700 miles in length, to the east of Australia, wholly 
free from coral-reefs and sunken rocks ; whilst his precise delineations of the 
outlines of the Fiji Islands, accompanied by numerous practical sketches, were 
precious contributions to our knowledge of that interesting group. 



The second Paper read was — 

2. — Excursion to Barrdn in Padan Aram, and thence over Mount Gilead 
and the Jordan to Shechem. By Charles T. Beke, Esq., Ph. Dr. 
F.S.A., f.r.g.s., &c. (Gold Medallist r.g.s.) 

The author having expressed the opinion in his ' Origines Biblicee,' 
published in 1834, that the Padan Aram of Abraham was the plain 
of Damascus, and not Mesopotamia beyond Euprates, was induced 
by Mr. Porter's subsequent discovery of a village called Harran, 
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